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ALL that is neceſſary to introduce the 
{ſucceeding Pages, to whatever attention they may be 
thought to delerve from the Public, is, a copy of the 
two following papers, with only a few lines of pla 
narrative ſubjoined : 

: * N N 

| COPY OF THE REQUISITION. ©, 

To the Worſhipful the Mayor of Warwick. 
SIR. WE requeſt you to call a Meeting of 
the Inhabitants of . this Berough, to take-into Con- 
ſideration the. Propriety of inſtructing their Repre- 
ſentatives on the Subject of the Bill now pending in 
Parliament for increaſing the Aﬀeſſed Taxes; a 
Meaſure which appears to us to be glaringly unequat Y 
in its Operation, groſsly oppreſſive to the middle 
Orders of Society and ruinous to the deareſt Intereſts 
of the Country. | 15 
Signed by Fourteen Names. 

IN compliance with the above Requiſition, I do 
hereby appoint a Meeting of the Inhabitants of this 
Borough, to be holden at the Court -Houſe on Thurſ- 
day the 21ſt Day of December Inſtant, at Eleven 
o Clock in the Forenoon. 


C. G. Wap, Mayor. 
Warwick, Dec. 18, 1797. 
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COPY OF THE RESOLUTIONS. 


AT a Numerous MEETING of the Inhabitants of 
the Borough of Warwick, held at the Court-Houle, 
the 21ft of December, 1797,—to take into Conſider- 
ation, the Bill pending in Parliament, for Increal: 
+ the Aſſeſſed Taxes; 


=. G. WADE, Eſq; Mayor, in the Chair: — 
Reſolved, 


I. That it is the ſenſe of this 3 that the 
preſent Aſſeſſment of the Taxes, denominated Al- 
ſeſſed Taxes, is moſt glaringly unequal; extreme 
burdenſome to the middle and inferior Claſſes ; and 
affecting very ſlightly, in/proportion to their wean 
the a. vn Orders of the People. TE 


. That to _P a Contribution, as is is propoſed, 
Grandes, in any Proportion. on ſuch Aﬀeſſinents, is a 
Meaſure which muſt be ruinous to Multitudes, une- 
qual in its operation upon thoſe of the. middle Claſl. 
es, and ſcandalouſly favourable to the moſt opulent 
Members of the Lommuny. 


III. That property ought to bu the baſis of any 
Contribution; and that therefore no Modification of 
the propoſed Meaſure. can render it otherwiſe mr 
| W ſyſtematically — 60 | 
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IV. That the modifications, recently introduced, 
leave unaltered two of the worſt and moſt objection- 
able Proviſions of the original Bill, viz. That of 
making paſt expenditure the rule of future contribu- 
tion ; and alſo that of granting the Relief, propoſed 
in certain Caſes, only on the intolerable Condition 
of the diſcloſure of private Affairs. ITN 


V. That the Hon. G. Villiers and Mr. Gauſſen, 
Members for the Borough, be inſtrutted and required 
to oppole the further progreſs of the Bill. 


C. G. Wars, Mayor, Chairman. 


Reſolved, 


VI. That the Thanks of this Meeting be given 
to the Mayor, for his impartial Conduct. 


At the above mentioned Meeting the Earl of 
Warwick attended —firſt proteſted, in a loſty tone of 
authority, againſt the propriety or legality of hold- 
ing ſuch Meetings but afterwards condeſcended to 
| debate the queſtions propoſed divided with a ſmall 
minority againſt them then retired — ſecretly fram- 

. eda PROTEST—which ſome were perſſaded and o- 

| thers compelledtofign—and he has finally printed and 

publiſhed that Proteſt, as expreſſing the ſenſe of the 

People of nm in oppoſition to the Reſolutions 
propoſed 


3 
1 and paſſed at a Public Meeting legally con- 


Whether his Lordſhip has not, by ſuch 
unfair and unwarrantable proceedings, juſtly expoſed 
himſelf to all the ſeverity of Cenſure, expreſſed in the 
he Letter, let the e. ec | 


? 


WARWICK, Jan. 8, 1798, 
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Mr Loxy, 


Ar length the miſerable conſpiracy, batehed 
within the walls of your Lordſhip's caſtle, ' aimed to in validate 
the fair deciſion of a Public Meeting, legally convened, is 
brought to its conſummation. The wretched jumble of abſurdi- 
ties, incoherences, and falſehoods, called a PROTEST, ex- 
poſed, for ſo many days, at the Court-Houle, to the wonder 
and contempt of many who it, is now, I find, held forth; 
from the preſs, to the wonder and contempt of the world. It 
is in vain to 1 that even the long liſt of names attached, 
moſt of them of your Lordſhip's dependents, and many of them 
by the vileſt arts, can ſhelter from deſerved ſhame and 
Juſt indignation, a plot, baſe in its conception, low in its con- 
trivance, and in its manner of execution, an outrage upon all 
that is fair, and decent, and honourable betweeh man and man. 

Whoever, my Lord places himſelf forward before.the'/pub- 
lic view; whoever prefers a claim to the public confidence, 
and challenges a right to guide and influence the public opinj- 
on, ought to remember that a thouſand watchful eyes are ever 
upon him; that a natural and even laudable fuſp:con is oſten 
direted towards him, ready to take alarms at the ſlighteſt de- 
viations from the plain and ſtraight path of rectitude. Having 
ſtood forth, in ſtrenuous and ſtubbUrn oppoſition, to the gene- 
ral ſenſe of the People of Warwick, on a ſubjett involving 
deeply their deareſt intereſt ; and having ſuſtained that oppoſi- 
tion, by meaſures, not ſurely fair, nor honourable, nor even 
juſt, you cannot be ſurprized to find that your conduct has not 
eſcaped jealous and indignant obſervation. a | 


My 
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My Lord, it might well deſerve an inquiry whether vour 
public condutl has, in its general courſe, been ſuch as to reflect 
luſtre upon thoſe high hereditary honours, of which your Lord- 
ſhip vaunted ſo proudly, before the aſſembled inhabitants of 
Warwick: and whether it juſtly intitles you to all that deference - 
and confidence, which, in a loud tone of afſurance, you de- 
manded from them. Alas! my Lord, I fear, that much might 
be ſaid, too notorious to be denied, on the articles of —free- 
dom of elections - ſale of boroughs—notices to quit—promiſes 
to obtain votes and threats to puniſh the contumacious 
which could not be thought very conſiſtent with the dignity or 
the duty of a Britiſh Peer nor with thoſe principles of the Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution, of which, tey who are the loudeſt boaſtzrs, are 
ſometimes known to be the moſt ſhameleſs and wicked wolators.. 

Your Lordſhip's wonderful penetration, and never ceaſing 
ſuſpicion of plots, have, I find, diſcovered a deep laid defegn 
* to attack the Engliſh conſtitution ;”” “ concealed, under a fair, 
open and legal oppofition to the moſt unjuſt, unconſtitutional 
and oppreſſive Bill of Taxes, that ever was heard of in this 
country. But, my Lord, with all your trembling apprehen ſions 
for the ſafety of the Conſtitution ; I do not perceive that you 


feel the {lizhtelt alarm at thoſe more open and outrageous attacks, 


long direded againſt ſome of its moſt ſacred and eſſential parts 
in the bold and undiſguiſed interference, at elections, of thoſe 
whoſe interference is ſtrictly prohibited by law—inthat overbearing 
illegal influence of the Peerage which has abſolutely annihilated, 
in many places, the conſtitutional rights of the people—and in 
that vile traffic of boroughs, which employs the cruel aids of 
tyranny, for the mean purpoſes of gain; which firſt uſurps the 
rights of others, and then barters them away, to the beſt bidder. 
in order to procure ſupplies for extravagance. My Lord, I 
conſider your extreme anxiety for the ſafety of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, to the full as ſincere, and as much entitled to credit, as 
that of the baſe traitor, who talks for ever of ſecret and danger- 
ous foes, white he is himſelf engaged, openly and:daringly, in 


deſigns, which aim at the fubverfion of all that is important and 


valuable in a State. | 

But, my Lord, the general and avowed principles of your 

Lordſhip's political condutt, however much they might be 
| thought 


See the printed Proteft, 


p ( 9.) 
thought to require it, are not the objeQs of my preſent animad- 
verſion. I mean only to notice, and expoſe, to juſt reprehen- 
ſion, the novel and unprecedented, and, I mult ſay, the unfair 
and unjuſt proceedings—the ſequel of the moſt extraordinary, 
indecorous and vehement oppoſition, ſurely ever attempted, by 
a ſingle individual, ſupported only by a few perſons devoted to 
his intereſts, againſt the general ſenſe, fairly expreſled, of a nu- 
merovs and reſpettable aſſembly. 

My Lord, you cannot ſurely be ignorant that there is always 
a certain decent reſpect, univerſally underſtood to be due, to eve- 
ry public aſſembly convened by legal ſummons, for legal pur- 
les. But I am ſorry to obferve that all the plain and ac- 
knowledged rules of common civility and decorum were utterly 
forgotten, or held in ſcorn; when, with a lofty, menacing air, 
with a brow of defiance, and a tone of contemptuous anger, 
your Lord{hip came forward to addreſs the Inhabitants of 
Warwick. One might have eaſily fancied that the old feudal 
times were returned once more; and that ſome haughty Baron, 
deſcending from his caftle, was come to announce his will 
before his aſſembled vaſſals. Other ſpeakers uſually talk of 
the honour of addreſſing their audience, But you, my 
reverled this language, and ſpoke, in no gentle hints, but in 
groſs terms, of your own * condeſcenſion,” in appearing in 
that aſſembly : and you ſeemed to think the honour of being 
reproached and threatened By the lips of a Lord, for daring io 
complain of oppreſſive taxes, almoſt too much for the miſerable 
people of Warwick. My Lord, I did not know that it was 
one of the privileges of he hone Peerage, to deal out low a- 
buſe and rude inſult to thoſe 5» whoſe birth no gaudy titles 
grace” —for whoſe advantage, indeed, it ought, ſome how ar 
other, to appear that all hereditary diſtindions are held: other- 
wiſe, as it is clear that ſuch diſtinttions ought never to have 
been granted, fo it is equally certain that they can never long 
ſupport themſelves aguinit the awakened reaſon of mankind. 
Yes! my Lord, I may hazard the prediction, that all your 
Lordſhip's hopes, fo foidly indulged, and expreſſed fo feel- 
ingly*, of retaining your lordly dignities, and TO 
| them 


His Lordſhip proudly informed the Meeting, “That his Father 
* was a Lord, that himſelf was a Lord,” and fervently expreſſed his 
hopes, © that his Son would be a Lord after him,” 


er 

them unimpaired to your lateſt poſterity, will hardly avail; un- 
lefs it can be ſhewn that ſuch hereditary honours are for the 
common good, and not merely for the aggrandizement of private 
individuals and families. But whether, my Lord, arrogance and 
inſolence is the beſt demonſtration that can be given of the uiili- 
ty of privileged orders, I am content to refer to your Lord- 
ſhip's judgment. 

But having yielded to this mighty ſtoop of condeſcenſion, 
and deigned to mingle with unhonoured, untitled men. though 
withont laying aſide for a moment the proud dignity of a Peer; 
what, Lord, was the language that you held? Much of it 
was, I confels, to me, unintelligible—ſounds to which 1 endea- 
voured in vain to fix ſome preciſe meaning. But jo far as I 
underſtood it, it was language, the moſt rude, indecorous, and 
contemptuous, that'ever came forth from the ſwollen lips of a 
high bred- Peer, or that ever inſulted the ears of the loweſt- 
born and meaneſt of the People. You came there, vou taunt- 
ingly declared, not to aſſiſt the meeting by your counſels ; but 
to proteſt againſt ail ſuch meetings. In the true ſpirit of that 
infamous declaration“ the people have nothing to do: with the 
laws but to obey them;“ you repreſented the inhabitants of 
Warwick as © zncapable” of underſtanding theirown intereſts; and 
you even dared to reproach, * as factious and evil minded 
men,” * all who preſumed to complain of oppreſſive taxes; 
and to ſeek, in a legal way, redreſs of grievances. 

My Lord, I am to this hour at a loſs to gueſs by what right 
even the higheſt Peer of the Realm could lawfully enter his pro- 
teſt againſt a meeting of the people; convened with the ſtrict- 
eſt attention to all the forms, preſcribkd by law. T But what ſhall 
I fay to the groſs indignity which the chief Magiſtrate of War- 


wick has offered to himſelf ? All that has lately paſſed is ſurely 


no viſion of the night. It is not ſurely a dream—that the wor- 
{hipful the Mayor ed the ſummons which called the meeting 
together; that he prefeded in the chair, with fo much propriety 
and impartiality ; that he declared the ſenſe of the meeting to be 
in favour of the reſolutions propoied ; and that finally, as chair- 
man, he figned them with his own hands and tranſmitted them 
in his own name to the Members. But if all this is fad, how 
Mall I tell, without danger of offering a grols aftront, the ſequel 
of 


* See alſo the Proteſt. 
f Sec the requifition— Preface, 


( 44+) 
of the Story? Moved, my Lord, I am to ſuppoſe, either by 
your public proteſtations, or elſe by your private perſuaſions ; 
without the ſmalleſt hint of apology, or the leaſt apparent ſenſe 
of ſhame, he has aZually affixed his name to a printed paper, 
which moſt expreſsly condemns himſelf forthe very att of call- 
19g the meeting“; and which roundly aſſerts, in contradiftion, 
to his own previous and public declaration, that the reſo- 
lutions did not expreſs the general ſenſe of that Meetingt! Of 
{trange ſelf-contradittion, and miſerable inconſiſtency, ſarely 
never before was there ſo aſtoniſhing an example—except, my 
Lord, it be in that part of your Lordthip's own conduct, of 
which I am next to ſpeak. 10 

Having, my Lord, for whatever reaſons, entered your pro- 
teſt againſt the propriety or legality of the Meeting; ſurely, to 
have been conſiſtent with yourſelf. you ought then to have re- 
tired. By proceeding, as you did, to debate the queſtion pro- 
poſed, and eſpecially by dividing with the minority againſt it; 
you acknowledged in effect, the competency of the Meeting 
the very point which you had juſt before ſolemnly denied. But 
even the plaineſt dittates of reaſon and propriety, amidſt the tre- 
mendous ſtorms and agitations of paſſion, your Lordſhip could 
not be expetted to conſider. Offended Pride and reſiſted In- 
ſolence grew mad: diſdainful anger riſing into rage, burſt all 
reſtraints ; and broke forth in furious denials of the right aſſum- 
ed, and in groſs inſulling mockery of the complaints alledged, by 
the aſſembled Inhabitants of Warwick. 

My Lord, I acknowledge, I cannot, without high indigna- 
tion, record, that a Lord of Parliament, one of the hereditary 
guardians of the Conſtitution, whoſe ſacred duty, as Blackſtone 
expreſſes it, is ” to ſupport the rights both of the crown and the 
people has betrayed his truſt, and, inſtead of ſupporting, has open- 
ly reſiſted one of the plain and indiſputable rights of Engliſhmen, 

2 | Yes! 


* « The Meeting having been tmproperly called of the Inhabitants 
& at large,” &c. Words of the Proteſt. 
+ « It may not be improper to add, that the account publiſhed (i. e. which 
t was ſigned C. G. Wade, Eſq; Mayor) of the Tranſactions at the Meet- 
ing is fallactous, for by it, thoſe who were not preſent might reaſona- 
te bly ſuppoſe, that the Reſolutions were paſſed with the General Con- 
e currence of the Meeting: the Fact is very different.” Words of the 
Proteſt, Let Mr. Wade: ſay whether it was quite proper in others to give 
him the lie direct? or whether it was quite decent in himſelf to belie his 

own ſtatement, ſigned with his own name7 \ 
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(!) 
Yes! my Lord, I always thought that one of the cleareſt and 
mo{! indiſputeble rights of the people of England was that of 
communicating their ſentiments, on all ſubjects connected with 
their intereſts, to thoſe who repreſent them in parhament : nor 
am I yet diſpoſed to concede, to your bold denial, a moſt im- 
portant privilege; without which, indeed, the whole fyſtem of 
Repreſentation would be a poor and wretched mockery, My 


Lord, from your late attempts to impede the inhabitants of 
Warwick in the exerciſe of their conſtitutional rights, we ſee 


plainly, with what an evil eye you view even thoſe ſmall remains 
of Britiſh'! reedom, which the moſt arbitrary meaſures of one 
of the moſt arbitrary adminiſtrations, that ever ruled in the 
country, has yet ſpared, But what muſt be the aſſurance, which, 
after this, could challenge the title ” of a firm friend to the peo- 
ple's welfare” + and demand their confidence! 

In purſuing the ſubje& of your Lordſhip's vehement but ill 
ſuſtained oppoſition to the ſenſe of the Meeting, at Warwick ; 
I am next to notice that monſtrous tale about the flouriſhing. 
ſtate of Trade and Commerce”— a tale, of which, it ſeemed, 
monſtrous as it is, vour Lordſhip thought ſo well, as that it de- 
ſerved to be told and told again“. In vain do you labour, by 
chis miſerable rotten ſtay, to prop up a falling cauſe; and to 
make it believed that the general and juſt alarm gone forth, at 
the dreadful "ſtate of the Finances, at the increaſing diſtreſles 

and 


+ In one of his Lordſhip's handbills circulated in the Town. 


In order to ſhew that his ſtatements were not the ſuggeſtions of 


the moment, but the reſult of long obſervation and deep reflection; 
his Lordſhip prefaced his account with laying, that it was the ſame he 


had given at the late County Meeting, when the reſolution was carried by 
a decided majority, © To petition his Majeſty for the diſmiſſal of his 
* preſent Miniſters from his e and counſels for ever,” After 
that reſolation had been paſſed, his Lordſhip, with other noble Lords, 
aſſembled a crowd of his and their tenants and other dependents ; and 
to them, it ſeems, the wonderful diicovery was made that The whole 
« nation was deceived ; and that trade and commerce, inſtead of lan- 
« guiſhing, were never in a more flouriſhing ſtate; for that the exports 


and imports had increaſed during the war, to a moſt incredible 


% amount!” His Lordſhip, however, juſtly complained that very little 


attention was given to his fine drawn picture of the Public Proſperity : 
and he only forgot to mention, that he was prudently checked ſeveral times 


by ſome of his ſurrounding friends, while he was giving theſe accounts 


h ch aftually drew forth, even from the people of his own party, 


<t\cs of indignation, inſtead of ſhouts of applauſe, 


$6.2 
and diminiſhing reſources of the Country, is nothing but the 
rage and nciſe of a © few factious men.” Here, my Lord, I feel 
that I ſtand upon a rock of adamant. Which of us miſcon- 
ceives or miſtates the fact, let the people of Warwick, to whom |} 
the appeal is made, or the people of any city or town in the | 
Kingdom—1 care not what—yudge between us. But certainly 
the Inhabitants of Birmingham, or Mancheſter, or thoſe of | 
Norwich, or Sheffield, or even thoſe of the neighbouring city | 
of Coventry, would be, in many reſpeAs, the moſt competent 
judges. Dare you, my Lord, join iſſue; and conſent that 
the appeal ſhould be made to thoſe—who ſee and know and feel 
- — what others perhaps, only hear of. Aſk them—let them ſay | 
—whether trade is every where alive and flouriſhing ? whe- | 
ther the manufacturers are all in full enploy? and orders re- 
ceived as faſt as executed? 1 3 
But your Lordſhip, I remember, in deferibing the floutiſh- |} 
ing ſtate of the Couniry, laid the chief {trefs of your argument. 
upon ” the increaſed amount of the exports and imports during 
the war a ſubject of which your Lordſhip talked much, but, 
I ſufpett, underſtood little. Can you deny, thy Lord, that 
this increaſe has ariſen—not from the increaſe of our Foreign 
Trade in general hut principally from the cloarking and pro- 
viſions of our fleets and armies—from the naval ſtores import- 
ed—and above all from the millions of gold coin and other 
ſupplies exported, for the uſe of our ſubſidized Allies on the | 
Continent ?+ Yet who would have thought, from this bare and 
at beſt equivocal circumſtance, of raiſing an argument in con- | 
tradiftion to a thouſand melancholy fatts—that all is yet well 
with us—that ſtill Proſperity ſmiles and Plenty laughs in the 
midſt of our happy iſle? What can ſuch puerile prattle mean? 
Can you, my Lord, from this airy and fine ſpun ſpeculation, } 
undertake to diſprove the deplorable and too notorious acts 
that our trade is, in many of its beſt branches, almoſt. annzkz- 
lated—that our manufattures are every where declining falt— 
that the poor's rates are every where increaſed to an alarmi 
amount and ſtill increaſing that the number of thoſe reduced to 
the laſt reſource of pariſh relief, is daily mult1phed—and that, | 
already the people of the middle and lower elaſſes are nearly. 
cruſhed by the enormous weight of public burdens oon likely | 
0 
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* See Morgan's Add. Facts, page 46. 
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to be tenfold greater? In fo awful and critical a ſituation oi! 


| affairs, to talk of the national proſperity—to vapour about the 
increaſe of the exports and imports—what is it, my Lord, but 
to add cruel mockery to miſery ?— | 
The inhabitants of Warwick are at no loſs to diſcover the 
Powerful reaſons, which move your Lordlhip to ſtand forth, on 
all occaſions, the ſervile admirer and the furious advocate of 
chat adminiſtration, which has ſo long enjoyed, and ſo long 
| deceived, the confidence of the people. They know, my 
Lord, it is not for nothing that you roar and bluſter; and 
pledge and promiſe ſupport to the preſent ſyſtem of Meaſures 
even to the laſt extremity of life and fortune. * They recollect 
to whom you are indebted for the honourable or profitable 
poſts of Lord Leiutenant of the County, and Colonel of the 
Warwickſhire Cavalry: and by whoſe favour your Brothers 
enjoy ſuch ſaug and lucrative Offices. It is no wonder to them 
that you rant and rave fo boiſterouſly for the ſtill further pro- 


ſecution of a WAR, by which you are largely profiting ; while 
your country lies bleeding at every pore. Nor would it much 
aſtoniſh them, if it ſhould appear that, like other courtiers, 
never ſatisfied with their ſhare of the public plunder, you are 
ſtill graſping at more. My Lord it is impoſſible not to perceives 
that you have ſeparated your intereſts from the intereſts of the 
country: and that, by. multiplied obligations, and by open 
profeſſion, you are leagued with that deſperate confederacy— 
whoſe aim ſeems to be the completion of all that is ſtill wanting 
of the ruin of Britain's freedom, happineſs and glory, Go, 
then, my Lord—boaſt your ſervices claim gratitude—aſk re- 
ward of thoſe, whoſe ſinking cauſe you are ſtruggling to ſup- 
port But be not ſo abſurd ſo ſottiſh—as to hope, at the ſame 
time, for the confidence of the people, whoſe intereſt you betray. 


I am 


* His Lordſhip repeated this idle gaſconade with as much fervency 
and as much confidence of obtaining credit, as any of thoſe who had 
gone before him—declaring “ that he was determined to ſupport this 

| © moſt juft and neceſſary war, to the laſt ſix-pence of his property, and 

„ tothe laſt drop of his blood.“ But he carried his vow of eternal enmity 

to the French ſomewhat farther than others; when he exclaimed “ that 

| 6 even if the whole country were to deſert him; he would ſtand up 

„alone, and with his ſingle arm oppoſe his ferocious enemy, to hid 
<« lateſt breath —and he might ſurely have added that “ dying hg 
* would bite the duſt in rage that he could live and fight no more.” 


* 
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I am fully aware, my Lord, that every attempt of mine 
would be equally abſurd and vain to explain, to your compre- 
henſion the odious, unjuſt, and tyrannical principles of this mon- 
ſtrous Engliſh R equiſition Bill ; of which your Lordſhip pro- 
feſles (and I doubt not very ſincerely) ſuch high admiration. 
It is no wonder that you, on your own part, are ſo eager to 
teſtify your approbation of it. You have certainly two or three 
excellent perſonal and private reaſons, for rendering it the ho- 
mage of your applauſe—beſides thoſe declared in your Pro- 
teſt, But have you conſidered that, in this caſe, from one un- 
der your circumſtances, ſuch full and forward approbation 
looks a little ſuſpicious ; and may be thought to amount, in ef- 
ſect, to a pretty ſtrong condemnation of the Bill? My Lord, it 
will, not ſoon be forgotten with what anxious care you en- 
deavoured to impreſs the people of Warwick with awe of the 
high antiquity and the unfaded glory of your Lordſhip's he- 
reditary titles and honours : and it is the charge againſt. this 
new Tax Bill, that it © ſcandalouſly favours” the privileged or- 
ders, in which you claim fo diſtinguiſhed a rank; while it 
preſſes, with all its tremendous weight, upon the people of the 
middle and lower claſſes. This you ſay is a falſe charge. But 
how do you prove it ſo? Can you pretend that your own ſhare 
of the contribution to be demanded will he in fair proportion to 
your Lordſhip's large eſtates, and great ſtake in the country? 
My Lord, we muſt ſoon learn to get above che little feelings 
of delicacy in talking of the amount of another's income. I 
alk you, then to ſav nothing of the trifling favour ſhewn you 
in the exemplimn of fix horſes from all taxation afk you—can * 
you affirm that any thing near the tenth of your income will be 
demanded, by this Bill? Or will you deny that even a #th of 
ſuch ample revenues as yours, might not with more fairneſs be 
demanded than a fi/tzeth of an income of two or three hundred 
a year ?. Where, then, 1s the equality or the juſtice of all this ? 
You were forcibly told, in the courſe of the debate, at the 
Court-Houſe, that if the preſent is a War in ſupport of the 
Privileged Orders; it is no more than fair and equitable, that 
the Privileged Orders ſhould pay at leaſt an equal ſhare, to- 
wards the proſecution of it? It is, therefore, in every view, 
a juſt, valid, and moſt reaſonable objection to the new plan of 
taxation, that it goes to exempt the people of the higher orders 


from 
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from contributing their fair proportion to the nc ceſſities of the 


Rate. But ofthis objedlion, itis very poſſible that aur Lordſhip may 


not ſeel all the force: Or if you feel, it would be too much to ex- 
pet that you ſhould acknowledge it. Yes! my Lord, I perceive 
we ſhould have been miſerably deceived, indeed, if we had 
expetted to ſce in you an example of that © ſuperior worth, 
ſuperior rank demands“ that greatneſs and generoſity of no- 
ble minds — that due regard for the common weal—and that 
enlightened preference of public juſtice to little private advan- 
tages - hich would ſurely have pointed your Lordſhip's Pro- 
teſt a contrary way, and diretted it not againſt the Reſoluti- 
ons of the People of Warwick but againſt that novel, unjuſt, 
unconſtitutional Bill-—of which the grand leading principle is 
« EXEMPTION to the Great and Rich, from their ſhare of 
the public burdens; and ſevere and cruel OPPRESSION to 
the Lower and Middle Claſſes.“ | 

My Lord, I have done with your Lordſhip's proud and 
preſumptuous oppoſition at the Court-Houſe. I muſt now 


advert to ſcenes more contemptible and hateful, more degrad- 


ing to your dignity as a Peer, and more diſgraceful to your 


character as an Engliſhman, than even thoſe which paſſed be- 


fore the Public Meeting. My Lord, in the fair and open 
field of battle, you were beaten. The riſing ſpirit of Inde- 
ndence, and the powerful ſenſe of public and private Inter- 
eſt, combined, contended againſt all the weight, influence and 
ſplendour of Rank and Power; ſuſtained, not, indeed, by com- 
manding Dignity, butby aſſuming Arrogance ; not by perſuaſive 
Eloquence, but fierce, threatning Rage. They contended fucceſs- 
They came offv:&or:0uſly. The Bill, notwithſtandingthe loud 
boaſt of intended modifications, ſtill appeared to the Inhabi- 
tants of Warwick, a Bill unjuſt and tyrannical in its very plan 
and principe: and therefore incepable of any piſſible modificati- 


ons, that could reconcile it with the principles of equality or 


equity. The queſtion was loudly called for. The diviſion took 
place. The preſiding Magiſtrate inſtantly declared, that the 
Reſolutions propoſed were paſſed by a decided Majority. My 
Lord, there were three or four to one againſt you. The few 
'who ſupported you, were ſome Gentlemen, whom, it is faid, 


you had previouſly canvaſſed- and a few of the Clergy ; over 


whom, it is known, your influence is omnipotent, You retired, 
defeated, 


( z 
defeated, mortified, enraged. The ſhame of an oppoſition, at 
once diſgraceful and unſucceſsful, ſtimulated to exertion, 'arid : 
put invention on the rack. Something was to be thought | ; 
of—and a plan was at laſt ' conceived—by which it was 
hoped that paſt errors would be repaired, and the victory 
yet recovered from thoſe Factious men, who had dared to think | 
differently from your Lordſhip, on a queſtion, in which their ; 
intereſts and yours were at open variance. N 

And what was this wonder-working project that was either 
to change at once the deliberate, declared ſentiments of a whole 
Town; or elſe, which was ſomething eaſier, to cauſe the ſenſe of 

a {mall minority to paſs, to the world, for that of a large and | 
— maſority? My Lord, baving privateiy aſſembled 
a few perſons, devoted to your intereſt; and held ſecret con- 
ſultations with them; your dark machinations iſſued at laſt in 
the birth of a huge miſshapen thing, called a Proteſt; full of bold 
aſſertion and confident denial; well ſtored with abuſe ; but 
miſerably void of ſenſe, coherence, argument, and even | 
Engliſh, : 

This Proteſt, with infinite labour, amidft wretched FAO 
of Intellect, was now brought forth to the world: and the | 
next great object was, either by fraud or force, either by per- 
ſuaſion or compulſion, to procure fignatures—in order to give 
force to abſurdity, and weight to inanity—in order to retover | 
humbled pride from its mortification, and to aſſiſt ambition in 
its aſpiring views, This part of the projet, to any but the | 
deſpotic chief of a Borough, would have been a formidable} 
diffculty — but to him the idea was perfeAly familiar, and the 
execution perfectly ea not liable to be obſtrutied, by the 
ſenſe of ſhame or the nice feelings of honour. He had nothing 
to do, but to ſignify his pleaſure to thole, who are too well 
aware of the conſequences of diſohedience. “ Notices to quit“ 
and * diſcharges from employment,” my Lord, are terrible] 
things; and with them, you well know how to keep a depend- 
ent train of labourers, artizans, traders, and tenants, in awe. 
Armed with your high authority, your agents were preſe nily 
diſperſed abroad. 11 hey quickly ran from houſe to houſe, andj 
from {trcet to ſtreet; bearing on their lips the tremendous 
words“ go— ſign the Proteſt —ſuch is his Lordſhip' * pe 
C ure * 
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-  Juze,*” Never was an election canvaſs in ſupport of ſome 
; unpopular candidate, of ſtrange appearance and name unknown 
2 — powerfully protected from the lofty, turrets of the caſtle 
—carried ou with more, vigour, activity, and addreſs; than 
was this new. canvals for ſignatures to the Caſtle Proteſt ! 
Some, by artful repreſentatians, were deluded. Others, by 
|.- wicked threats, were terrified. Many and many a ſignature, in 
| thatlong ſcroll, 1 have reaſon enough to know, were thereplaced 
with a trembling hand, an averted eye, and an aching heart. 
Attached to your Lordlhjp's proteſt, I read the names of many; 
who, I ſaw, attually divided with me, in favour of the E eſo- 
| lutions, they are now made to condemn—bow this happened 
your Lord{hip can beſt explain. One perſon, 1 muſt menti- 
on, in particular; who was ſo early and ſo {trongly convinced 
of che iniquitous principle of the New Tax Bill, that he was one 
of the ſourteen who ſigned the Requiſition, in which the ſum- 
mons of the Meeting originated. He was preſent at that Meet- 
ing: he heard the debate: be gave his voice in favour of the 
Reſolutions: and yet within a few days after, appears the name 
of chis very perſon —affixed to your Lordſhip's proteſt—in 
„which not only the Reſolutions are condemned, but even hes. 
\ own conduft in ſupporting them is alperſed, as factious and 
|. wicked, Do you, my Lord, expett to find, that men are ſuch 
if |. fools and dotards as to believe that any one could, in this man- 
| ner, belie his own ſentiments and aſperſe his own condutt— 
without compulſion? 
* My Lord, I ſhall have mile to ſay of the Clergy and Gentry 
* whoſe names, your Proteſt may be thought to derive ſo 
| much of its weight and reſpeQability. The former, whatever 
qualities good or bad they may poſſeſs, have certainly no claim 
to independence. They are, all of them, cloſely bound to your 
intereſts; either by gratitude for paſt favours, or by the hope 
of future. Long and faithful have been their ſervices, render- 
ed at every election, on every occaſion; and if their abilities 
extend not far, they are never wanting in the will, to exert 
| . them 
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3 That the public may conceive ſome idea of borough t ranny, the 

form of the decrce iſſned out on this occaſion is here added. His 
Lordſhip eapects that all his tenants ſhould go and ſign the Proteſt, at 
the 1 ; all who © do not mult take the conſequence ! yo 
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them to the utmoſt. Of fidelity to you, my Lord, I willingly 
give them the praiſe. But to the higher and nobler praile of 
pure independence of mind, and ftritt integrity of public con- 
duct, I imagine. they will not dare themſelves to pretend. 

Of the Gentry, my Lord, you have no doubt keard, that, 
previouſly to your Lordſhip's interference, they had moſt of 
them declared their utter abhorrence of the new Contribution- 
Bill. But, my Lord, I believe, they are not troubled with 
any nice ſeruples of propriety, or feelings of conſiſteney: and 
I am ſure they are apt to be dazzled, a little too much, with 
the ſplendour of your Lordfhip's rank and titles. I can only 
ſuppole therefore, that, delighted and faſcinated with the ho- 
nour of your Lordſhip s notice, they have been politely requeſt- 
ed, and induced moſt complailanly—to relinquiſh their own 
ſentiments to your's. 

Such, — 45 Lord, it has appeared, is the manner 1n which ili 
numerous ſignatures * were procured, and faſtened to your 
Lordſhip's Proteſt, And yet, framed and ſigned as it was, un- 
der all theſe circumſtances, unfavourable and even fatal to jts 
credit, your Lordſhip feels no fear or ſhame to fland forth and 
bold up this Proteſt to the World, as expreſſing the true ſenſe 
of the Borough of Warwick—in dirett contradiction to the 
| Reſolutions of a General Meeting, which were fairly Pen, 
tee ly 


* The following curious ſtatement of the Signatures which append - 
to my Lord's Proteſt has been printed, and circulated in the Town: 


No. 
u ſt. Lord r — — 3 a 3 1 
« 2d. Military Officers — — 4 
gd. Placemen — — — — 70 
„% 4th, Clergymen — — 9 
« 5th. Pariſh Clerks, Sextons, and Gravediggers — 
* 6th. Lord's Agents and their Clerks — — 8 
« 7th. Servants and Labourers | — 14 


« 8th, Tenants of Lord Warwick and the Corporation, the 

6 greateſt part of whom do not pay the additional Taxes 75 
g th. Perſons of various deſcriptions not liable to the new Tax 66 
« 1oth, Caſtle Tradeſmen, not tenants, liable to the Tax 6 
6 11th, INDEPENDENT SIGNATURES — — 14 
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& + Six Horſes exempted from all Taxation.” 
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. 
freely diſcuſſed, and finally approved by a very large Majo- 
rity v. 

My Lord—I have no apology to make for the warmth of 


juſt and honeſt indignation—I am warranted by all that is fair, 


decent, and honourable between man and man, to denounce theſe 
proceedings, to the World, as baſe and abominable.—And 1 
aſk—can it be the cauſe of t᷑rulhi and right which requires ſuch 
foul proceedings to ſuſtain it? 


My Lord, I have done. The produftion, which your 
Lordſhip's labours, and thoſe of your {able tribe of counſellors, 


have brought forth, and named a PROTEST, is certainly one 
of the molt curious and wonderful things, ever held up to the 
light of day. I had once intended to enter into a particular 


examination of it, But a nearer inſpection terrifies me too 
much, To interpret into Engliſh a confuſed jargon of words 
to marſhal} a rabble of incoherences into ſome connetted 
order—to explore the meaning of what never yet, perhaps, 
reached the dignity of any intelligible ſenſe—to reply to hollow 


declamation— to repel low abuſe-—to oppoſe regular confuta- 
tion to bold but unfounded affertion—all this, my Lord, ap- 


pears to me a taſk, ſo tedious and diſagreeable, that I willingly 


releaſe myſelf from it: and am content to leave your three- 
fold reafons for diſſent, with all their ſubſidiary obſervations, to 


the undiſturbed admiration of all who ſigned them—without 


compulſion— and to the wonder, contempt, and deriſion of 
the reſt of the World. | 


k | I Am, 
My Loxo, 


Your Lorvsnte's moſt obedient and 
mo{t humble Servant, 


\ | Yo a 4 
An Inhavitant of Wer anck. 


* It appears that the Members for the Borongh of Warwick, by 
voting in favour of the new deſpotie Contribution Bill, have thought 
propet to follow the inſtructions of Lord Warwick's Proteſt, in direct 
oppoſition to thoſe tranſinitted to them by Mr. Wade, in the name of 
the Burgeſſes and other Inhabitants of Warwick Undoubtedly there 
is but one plain and wnavoidatlc in ference to be drawn from this conduct 
of thoſe, who call themſelves Repreſentatives of a body of the Com- 
mons of England, and not of a Member of the Houle of Peers. 


